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Attention! Young Men Desiring to Enter a Religious 
Nursing Order, Caring for Male Patients Only 


Hundreds of our Catholic young women dedicate their lives to 
the service of the sick as Sisters of Mercy or Charity, but compara- 
tively few young men heed the call of the Master, who, said, “... I 
was sick and you comforted Me...” 

Catholic young men, consider the Congregation of Alexian Broth- 
ers, — an Order of Laymen who devote their lives to nursing the sick 
directly, or indirectly by filling other positions in a hospital, for which 
their talents or inclinations best fit them. For particulars address: 

Brother Novice Master, 
Alexian Brothers’ Monastery & Training School, 
1200 - 1256 Belden Ave. Chicago, Illinois 





FOUNDED 1855 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Makers. of every grade of Candles known 


Branches: 


NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 
St. LOUIS MEXICO CITY 


Especially Suited for Lent 


More Precious than Diamonds 


Excess of the love and goodness of God towards His creatures 
as manifested in the Incarnation of the Son of God, in His bitter 
Passion and death. The human heart. The value of sanctify- 
ing grace. 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Magunificence of the Love of God and Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 


A guide that will urge you to perform all your actions with a 
good intention, — from a motive of love. It explains in a sim- 
ple manner the practice of the love of God and the power and 
salutary effects of perfect contrition. 5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


All for Chee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Devotions and acts of consecration to the Sacred Heart. A 
friend: “‘I think ‘All for Thee’ is the best book I have ever read. 
I never let a day pass without reading some of the prayers in it.” 
5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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IV. Station. Jesus is Met by His Sorrowful Mother. 
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From Purest Love. 





THE MOST Blessed Sacrament is the memorial of Divine 
Love. Our Lord did something infinitely great when He gave 
Himself wholly to us through His living and personal presence 
in the Adorable Eucharist. Our Savior could not possibly have 
given usa greater, a more tender, and a more ardent proof of 
love. It surpasses human intellect to grasp and understand 
this love. Not even the highest of angelic spirits, neither the 
cherubim, endowed with such marvelous wisdom, nor the 
seraphim, glowing with such ravishing love,’ are capable of 
comprehending or penetrating the infinite and unfathomable 
depths of this love. In wondrous amazement the angelic hosts 


‘hover about the Most Holy; in wondrous amazement they)offer 


praise and adoration to their God made Man, present under 
the species of bread. 
Now the question :-For whom is Jesus present? For whom 
does He offer Himself? To whom does He give Himself as food? 
“Ah!” stammers the poor, sinful creature, “Not an angel 
of heaven, no, but I, I, a perishable child of earth am the happy 
recipient of such wondrous love!” — “What is man that Thou 
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art mindful of him? or the son of man that Thou visitest 
Him?” (Ps. viii. 5) asks the Psalmist in astonishment, as he 
beholdg the magnificence of God reflected in the visible crea- 
tion; and still more so when, with prophetic eye, He contem- 
platesihuman nature favored by the Incarnation of the Son 
of God. 

And we? What shall we exclaim when we look into the 
Tabernacle and ponder the ineffable love that urges our Lord 
to remain personally near us? to bestow upon us, not only 
countless graces, but Himself, the eternal living Fount of grace? 

Yes, let us ask: What has urged Him to such immeasur- 
able love for us? Does He derive benefit or profit therefrom? 
It seems as if He could not be happy without us; as if He 
would be in need of us and our works. But behold! He is our 
God, and we but His creatures. He our Redeemer, we His 
redeemed. He our Lord, we His servants. He the supreme 
Good, we His indebted helpless subjects. Yes, He is our Lord 
and God, infinitely happy, infinitely self-sufficient. (Apart from 
Himself He is in need of nothing for His infinite, eternal hap- 
piness. “I am, who am,” says the Lord (2 Mos. iii. 14); that 
is, “I am through Myself, and of Myself, and am in need of 
nothing apart from Myself.” — God being infinitely perfect, 
His happiness can neither increase nor diminish. 

Even though all human hearts were inflamed with the 
burning love of the seraphim and were to beat with love for 
God until the end of time, what would He gain thereby? His 
happiness and perfection is and remains infinite; it can be 
neither augmented nor lessened, whether creatures honor or 
dishonor, love or hate Him. The gain or loss, the benefit or 
detriment is solely on the part of man. Thus, God’s love for 
man is the purest, the most disinterested love, a love exclud- 
ing all selfishness and all self-interest. Jesus has indeed given 
to men unspeakable proofs of His love, but what does He 
receive in return? Alas! from the greater number only in- 
gratitude; from few, a true, sincere love. 


We Need His Love. 


What, then, induced our Blessed Savior to love us unto 
death, yea, to the uttermost limits, to the end? What has urged 
Him to abase Himself so profoundly and to give Himself whol- 
ly, living and personally in the lowly form of bread, “so that,” 
as St. Chrysostom says, “He has reserved nothing, literally 
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nothing” ?—Behold, only our welfare, our happiness, our benefit ! 

He knew that His love is necessary to us. He knew that 
only in His love could we find our happiness, our joy, our 
bliss. For this reason He descended from heaven to earth, 
for this reason He suffered and died to obtain for us Redemp- 
tion, reconciliation and eternal life. He knew that His person- 
al presence was necessary for those of all times and of all 
places who should live after the thirty-three years of His 
mortal life. He knew that to many It would be truly the 
greatest benefit, the greatest delight, the greatest strength 
and comfort. He realized that, without His continual personal 
presence, our faith would always linger in the past, while in 
the present it would be deprived of living support and solid 
foundation. He knew how necessary it was that the fruits 
of Redemption should be applied to each individually, and that 
through the renewal of the Sacrifice of the Cross, the avenging 
hand of His Father should be averted. 

He realized our weakness and helplessness. He knew we 
would languish and starve if He did not nourish us! He fore- 
saw the happiness of faithful souls who would find their de- 
light in His personal possession, in His embrace, in the recep- 
tion of His Flesh and Blood. He saw that many would hunger 
after this Food, thirst for this drink. And would not many 
souls, in the possession ‘of the living Fount of love, be induced 
to respond to His love, and thus find their salvation and 
happiness? Yes, Jesus understood that His continual personal 
presence would be to our utmost advantage, to our greatest 
profit. For this purpose He instituted It, for this purpose 
He gave us the sublime Mystery of His Love! 

Verily, with the Most Blessed Sacrament, heaven has 
come down to earth! God dwells with His love in this vale 
of tears, He becomes our companion in exile, our confidante 
in suffering, our comforter who refreshes with strong hope 
the heart that craves for happiness. He dwells among us that 
our sojourn may not be unbearable, and that we may not 
foolishly seek peace and joy on earth where only disappoint- 
ment and sorrow are to be found. 


Love for Love. 


God, by an act of purest, most glowing love, has given us 
the Adorable Sacrament of the Altar. -Now, one who loves, 
naturally expects a return of love. Ah, our Savior loves us 
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immeasurably, and from the “Memorial of all His wonderful 
works of love,” — the Blessed Sacrament, — He-unceasingly 
calls out: Come! See how much I love you! — And what does 
He ask of us? Only a return of love! “My son give Me 
thy heart!” (Prov. xxiii. 26.) Our heart, our whole undivided 
love in word and deed should be His. 

Had God merely permitted us to love Him He would al. 
ready have conferred a great grace upon us. But behold! He, 
the King of heaven and earth, stoops to His creatures, He 
wishes, He desires, yea, He unceasingly begs for our love! In 
order to melt our frozen hearts, He has enkindled the most 
ardent fire of love in the Blessed Sacrament. Should our hearts 
not grow warm near such glowing heat? Is it then something 
so very extraordinary, so very difficult to love Him whose love 
for us is so immeasurable, so truly Divine? Is it too much for 
us to give our poor hearts to Him who alone can enrich, bless 
and render us happy? Since He, who has no need of us, takes 
His delight in being ever with us, shall not we place all our 
happiness in being near to Him? Since His Divinely-human 
Heart beats unceasingly, day and night, in love for us, shall 
not our hearts belong wholly to Him, and glow with active 
love in return? 

We love our friend for his good qualities and virtues, and 
the more cordial, generous and loving he is toward us, the 
better we love him. But God who alone is truly and infinitely 
worthy of love, who loves us to the end, to Him alone we deny 
this return of love as though He were unworthy of it! Sad- 
dened by man’s cruel rejection of God’s love, St. Francis Assisi, 
St. Teresa, St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi and other saints, wept 
in bitter grief. “Alas! Love is not loved! Love is not loved!” 
they cried out. 


Yes, There are Souls! 


But rejoice, devout-reader, there are still many- souls who 
offer to our Biessed Lord in the Sacrament of His Love, a true 
and tender devotion, an upright and fervent love; who seek 
by every means in their power to make reparation for the 
offences and insults by which He is outraged. Among these 
are the happy souls who, day and night, watch before Him 
in adoration. They constantly offer their hearts as living 
lamps of God, burning with the flame of love for their Lord 
in the Sacred Host. , They are like fresh, sweet-scented flowers 


ee 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 327 


that adorn the altar and surround the Most Holy; that bloom 
and exhale their fragrance only for their hidden God in the 
Eucharist, and breathe and live for Him alone.) With what 
nameless love our Lord looks upon such souls! Ah, what 
unspeakable life, light and warmth emanate from this Sacramen- 
tal Sun! How can one who approaches this Fountain of life, 
this Memorial of love, this Treasury of grace with lively con- 
fidence, remain without life, without love, without grace? 

Therefore, dear reader, draw near to this great Mystery, 
to your Lord and Savior in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Imitate the saints who laid before the Sacramental throne 
all their cares of body and soul, all their desires and peti- 
tions, all their hopes and fears. Each time they received 
help and grace in richest measure. © St. Jane Frances de Chan- 
tal was accustomed to say: “My truest joy in this life is to 
spend a few moments before the Blessed Sacrament.” Ah, 
“a few moments” said the saint who hastened to her Savior 
during all her spare time, and whose heart ever watched be- 
fore the Prisoner in the Tabernacle!—And you, Christian 
soul, how do you repay our Lord for the greatest proof of 
His love? Is your heart aglow with a sincere return of love? 
Very well, let it not diminish; fan the flames to still greater 
actiyity. Is your heart still cold and tepid? Oh! stir it up, 
enliven it, and enkindle it by acts of fervent love. 

When St. Francis Borgia was sick at Ebora, it was neces- 
sary for the physicians to arouse him repeatedly from a stupor 
into which he constantly relapsed. The Blessed Sacrament 
was brought to him. Immediately he awoke and remained 
bright and cheerful without any further symptoms of drowsi- 
ness. Thus, when your heart, lost in temporal affairs and 
anxieties, is about to slumber and grow cold in the love of 
God, then awaken it through the Blessed Sacrament. Nourish 
a great devotion toward this sublime Mystery. It will bear 
magnificent fruits, richest blessings. If you are one of the 
zealous adorers of the Holy Eucharist you may, indeed, be 
called a specially privileged soul. 

O devout Christian, by renewed fervor show that you 
understand this excess of love! Show it by visiting your Savior 
frequently and keeping Him company in adoration, thanksgiving, 
love and petition. Say not that you have notime. Place your 
hand on your heart and answer truly: Can you not sacrifice 
one short quarter of an hour for your Lord and God? Suppose, 
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however, you are unable to do that, you can at least dedicate 
all your prayers and works to our Eucharistic God in the 
morning, and during the day make frequent acts of adoration 
by directing your mind to the Tabernacle. 

Daily the Mystery of Love renews Itself innumerable 
times upon our altars. Come and take part in this mysterious 
Sacrifice as often as you can; open your heart to the boundless 
generosity of Divine love. When you must remain absent in 
body, be present at least in spirit and desire. Each morning 
offer to the Heavenly Father all the Holy Masses which will 
be celebrated that day throughout the world. In these Holy 
Masses you may profitably recommend your own special in- 
tentions. Jesus instituted the Blessed Sacrament not only as 
a Sacrifice and to give us His abiding presence, but also as 
food and nourishment for our souls. He invites us to come 
often to His table. He longs to enter our souls and there to 
celebrate the most beautiful triumph of His infinite love. Ah, 
yes! we will satisfy His longing; we will gladly give Him 
shelter in our hearts. Our welcome to this Divine Guest shall 
be most hearty; our reception of this loving Savior shall be 
well-prepared. Oh! let us often approach this heavenly Banquet! 


The ‘Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament’’ will help you to hold familiar 
converse with the Divine Prisoner on our altars, and teach you how to make Him a 
return of love. (See back cover.) e 


What is the Greatest Evil in This World? 





CHOSROA, the King of Persia, invited philosophers of his 
own kingdom, of Greece and of India to his palace, placing 
questions of prime importance before them. One of these 
questions was: “What is the greatest evil that can befall man 
in this world?” 

One philosopher replied: “The feebleness of old age to- 
gether with extreme poverty.” Another stated: “Sickness of 
the body connected with anguish of soul.” 

“As for me,” declared Verzier Buzurgemir of India, “I 
consider the greatest evil that can befall man, to find himself 
approaching death without having practiced virtue in life.” 
Continued applause confirmed his opinion. Thus heathens 
judged nearly two thousand years ago! How dreadful will be 
the awakening of our present careless, heartless, faithless, 
virtueless age! 


i 
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Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





Jesus in the Harvest-Fields of Dothain and in Gennabris. 


JESUS TAUGHT the gleaners in the harvest-field, the 
same where He and the disciples later plucked the ears of 
wheat. He walked over the field and related the parable of 
the sower and the stony ground; here, too, the soil was stony. 
He said that He had come to gather the good ears, and explained 
the parable of rooting up the cockle in the harvest. The harvest 
He compared to the kingdom of God. He instructed the reapers 
when they rested during the work and when they went from 
one field to another. The stems remained standing high, only 
the ears had been cut. 

In the evening after the harvest, Jesus delivered a long 
discourse to all the laborers. He took a similitude from a 
brook that happened to flow near: how quietly it flowed by, 
bringing blessing to the ground, and He spoke of the flowing 
wave of grace, and of guiding the grace over the field of our 
heart. 

Our Lord accepted hospitality that evening in a farmhouse, 
and taught in the same manner of the grain of mustard-seed. 
The master of the house complained to Him of a neighbor who 
for a long time had encroached upon his field and in many ways 
infringed on his rights. Jesus went with him to the field, and 
let him show how much he had lost. Gradually it had become 
quite a piece of land, and the owner lamented that he could 
not do anything with his neighbor. Jesus asked whether he 
still had sufficient for the support of himself and his family. 
“Yes, I can make a living quite well,” said the man. Then our 
Lord told him that he had not yet lost anything, because by 
right nothing belongs to us, and so long as we can support our 
life, we have sufficient. He should give this man even more if 
he desires it, to satisfy his greed for earthly goods. All that 
one gives up with a cheerful heart here below to preserve 
peace, he will find again in the kingdom of His Father. 

Jesus said, “That man acted rightly according to his views, 
because he has his kingdom on earth, and therefore strives to 
increase in earthly treasures; he does not desire anything of 
the kingdom of God.” The owner of the field, however, should 
learn from his unjust neighbor, how to expand, and should strive 
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to obtain possessions in the kingdom of God. Jesus took a 
similitude from a river which tore away land on one side and 
deposited the loam on the other. The whole discourse was 
somewhat like that upon the unjust steward in which worldly 
cunning and greed for wealth is placed as an example of how 
we should act in spiritual things. Earthly riches were con- 
trasted with the heavenly. 

In this neighborhood was the field in which lay Joseph’s 
Well, and Jesus related a similar quarrel from the Old Testa- 
ment, in which Abraham gave Lot even more than he wanted. 
Jesus, explaining this, said, “What became of Lot’s children? 
Did not Abraham receive the whole? Should we not also do 
as Abraham? Was not the kingdom promised to him, and did 
he not obtain it?” This earthly kingdom is, however, a symbol 
of heaven, and Lot’s strife with Abraham is a symbol, too, of 
him with his greedy neighbor. And he, too, should act like 
Abraham, and obtain the kingdom of heaven. 

The unjust husbandman likewise was present with his 
clique. He was very quiet and stood at a distance. He had 
plotted with his friends to interrupt Jesus from time to time 
with all kinds of pointed questions. The just husbandman 
followed our Lord’s advice, and did not bring suit against his 
enemy. Later he gave all his possessions to the infant Church, 
and his sons joined the disciples. 

There was much talk here of the Herodians. The people 
complained of their spying into everything. Here at Dothain 
and also at Capharnaum they had recently accused several 
adulterers, and had taken them to Jerusalem where they were 
to be condemned. True, they praised the Herodians’ action in 
removing such people from their surroundings, but they resent- 
ed being constantly watched. Jesus spoke of the Herodians 
without reserve. He told the people to beware of sin, also of 
hypocrisy and of judging others. One must first confess his 
own crimes before he judge others. Then Jesus laid open the 
wicked ways of these Herodians. He told how they delivered 
adulterers to justice, while Herod, their friend, himself lived in 
public adultery. He further mentioned by what signs they 
could detect the Herodians. 

In several of the surrounding huts there were weak and 
disabled people. Jesus visited these huts, healed the good 
people and told them to come to His instruction and resume 
their work. They did so singing hymns of praise. 
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John the Baptist before King Herod. 


Some time before, Jesus had sent a few disciples of John 
to Machaerus to quiet the people. John the Baptist languished 
there in prison. The people made an uproar and demanded 
that John should be set free. The guards closed all entrances 
and Herod pretended to be away from home. Again Jesus sent 
some shepherds to Machaerus with a request to the disciples 
of John to induce the people to disperse, as their tumult would 
render John’s imprisonment more severe and might even cause 


his death. 
Herod and his wife were at Machaerus. I saw that Herod 


summoned the Baptist before him in a grand hall near the 
prison. There he was seated, surrounded by his guard, many 
officers, scribes, and especially by Herodians and sadducees. 
John was led into the hall and stood before the great open 
doors between guards. I saw Herod’s wife as she entered 
the hall insolently and scornfully sweep past John and take 
an elevated seat. The lineaments of this woman’s face were dif- 
ferent from those of most Jewish women. All features were sharp 
and pointed, even her head had a pointed shape, and the expres- 
sion on her countenance was constantly changing. She had 
developed a handsome form; she was extremely loud in her 
dress and tightly laced. She must have been a scandal to every 
innocent man, yet she forcibly attracted all eyes upon herself. 

Herod requested John to tell him plainly what he thought 
of Jesus who had caused such an uproar in Galilee. Who was 
He? And would Jesus now take John’s place? He should tell 
once more his candid opinion, because this Man (Jesus) spoke 
in wonderful language of a kingdom; called Himself in parables 
the Son of a King, etc., although He was only the Son of a 
poor carpenter. 

Then I heard John give testimony of Jesus in a loud voice, 
as if he would speak to the multitude. He himself was only 
the preparer; compared with Jesus he was nobody; there had 
never been a man nor a prophet, and there never would be 
what He is; that He is the Son of the Father, the Christ, the 
King of kings, the Savior and Restorer of the kingdom, and 
that no power is above His; that He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world, etc. 

Thus spoke John of Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, calling 
himself only His precursor, His way-preparer, the least of His 
servants. He spoke this with such vehemence, and had such 
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a supernatural bearing that King Herod became terrified and 
finally stopped his ears. At length, he said to John: “Thou 
knowest that I wish thee well, but thou dost excite rebellion 
against me amongst the people by refusing to acknowledge my 
marriage. If thou wilt moderate thy perverse zeal and recognize 
my union as lawful before the people, I shall set thee free and 
thou mayest go and teach and baptize.” 

Thereupon John raised his voice with great earnestness 
against Herod and accused him of his conduct saying to him: 
“I know thy mind! I know that thou recognizest thy evil and 
tremblest before the judgment! But thou hast loaded thyself 
with drag-sacks and liest entrapped in the snares of impurity!” 

At these words, the wife’s rage was simply indescribable, 
and Herod became so frightened that he hastily ordered John 
to be led away. He gave directions for John to be confined in 
another prison without an opening to the outside that he might 
no longer be heard by the people. Then I saw how Herod 
sent officials to the tumultuous people to admonish them kindly 
that they should not be uneasy about John, but should quietly 
go home, for John was all right and well cared for. 


Mysterious Teaching. 


On the following day, Jesus was teaching the harvesters when 
Andrew, James and John came to Him. The people of this 
place asked Jesus if they did right in supporting the poor 
crippled laborers. Jesus answered that they were doing only 
their duty, they should not boast about it, otherwise they would 
already receive their reward. He then went to the huts of the 
sick and cured many of them, bade them attend the instructions 
and return to their work. They obeyed praising God. 

For the Sabbath, Jesus went to the synagogue in Gennabris 
which lay about an hour’s distance, eastward from the harvest- 
field. It was situated on a slope covered with gardens, baths 
and pleasure resorts. In this city, many pharisees, sadducees 
and especially Herodians had assembled for the Sabbath. It 
was their intention to entrap Jesus in His speech with crafty 
questions, and they remarked among themselves: “In small 
places this is more difficult as He is bolder there than here.” 
They were already rejoicing, so sure were they of their success. 

The scribes and the people had assembled in the 
synagogue. They received Jesus with special attention, and 
with hypocritical reverence. They permitted Him to read aloud 
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and explain. He read again from Isaias (liv, lv, lvi), interpreting 
how God desires to establish His Church, how He desires to 
build it most preciously; how all should come to drink from the 
waters, and how those who have no money should come and 
eat the bread. He applied this to His kingdom, to the Church 
and to heaven. He compared the Jewish teachers of His own 
day to dumb dogs, which instead of keeping guard, think only 
of fattening themselves, of eating and drinking to excess. He 
aimed a rebuke also at the Herodians and sadducees who, He 
said, were lurking only in secret, and without barking pounced 
upon men, even upon the shepherd himself. He taught very 
sharply and to the point. 

The Herodians quite reverently asked Him to explain how 
great the number would be of those who should come into His 
kingdom. They sought to entrap Him by this question. Jesus 
answered with a question: “How many of those who wandered 
in the desert entered the land of Canaan? Had not all gone 
through the Jordan? How many really entered into the pos- 
session of the Promised Land?” Jesus said that no one should 
enter His kingdom except by the narrow path and the bridal 
gate. I understood that this signified Mary and the Church. 
In the Church we are reborn by baptism. From Mary was 
born the Bridegroom in order that He, through Mary, may 
lead us into the Church and through her to God. The entrance 
through the bridal gate He contrasted with the entrance by a 
side door. It was similar to the parable of the good shepherd 
and the hireling (John x. 1-2). He added: “Through the door 
alone is the lawful entrance.” The words of Jesus on the 
Cross before He died, calling Mary the Mother of John and 
John the son of Mary, have a deep mysterious meaning of 
this regeneration through the death of Jesus. 

They could not succeed in ensnaring Jesus that evening, 
and in reality, they were prepared only for the close of the 
Sabbath. It was indeed wonderful! When they were together, 
they always boasted of how they would catch Jesus and pin 
Him down in His doctrine; but when He was present, they 
could say nothing; they were astonished and partly convinced, 
though full of rage. 

Jesus quietly left the synagogue. They conducted Him to 
a repast with another pharisee, but there, too, they could neither 
bring forth anything nor entrap Him. Here He related a 
parable of a feast to which the master of the house had in- 
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vited the guests to be present at a certain time, after which 
the doors were closed and those who had not arrived were 
excluded. Afterwards Jesus went with His disciples to sleep 
in the house of another pharisee, an upright man, an acquaint- 
ance of Andrew. He had lately become a widower; was still 
young, and soon after joined the disciples. His name was 
Dinocus or Dinotus. His twelve-year-old son was Josaphat. 


Jesus Teaching in the School of Rebecca. 


Next morning Jesus journeyed with His disciples to the little 
town of Abelmahula where the Prophet Eliseus was born. It 
was already twilight when Jesus and His disciples were in- 
vited to pass the night in the schoolhouse. Here Jesus took 
a light repast and slept in a long hall. The couches were 
separated from one another by screens. There was a school 
for boys in one part of the building; in the other, grown virgins 
received instructions. This school was in existence even in 
Jacob’s time. It had been founded by Rebecca. 

I saw, too, what they had been taught in Rebecca’s time. 
It was the religion of Abraham: of the creation of the world, 
about Adam and Eve, of their entrance into Paradise, of Eve’s 
seduction by Satan, and the fall of the first parents. From the 
eating of the forbidden fruit arose all sinful appetites in man. 
They were taught also that Satan had promised the first par- 
ents a Divine light and knowledge, but that after sin they 
became blind as if a skin had been drawn over their eyes, and 
they lost their former gift of vision. Now they have to labor 
with fatigue, bring forth children in pain, and acquire knowl- 
edge with humility and difficulty. They learned, too, that to 
the woman a Son had been promised who should crush the 
head of the serpent. They were taught about Abel and Cain, 
how Cain’s descendents became wicked, and how the children 
of God, attracted by the beauty of the daughters of men, united 
themselves with them and how a mighty, godless race of giants 
sprang from them, powerful in enchantment and the arts of 
magic: a race that discovered and taught to others all kinds 
of voluptuousness and false wisdom, all that entices to sin and 
withdraws from God. This race had so seduced and corrupted 
man that God had resolved to destroy them all with the ex- 
ception of Noe and his family. These giants had their home 
on a high mountain. In the deluge this mountain was sub 
merged, and a sea now takes its place. 
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The pupils of Rebecca’s school learned also about the 
deluge, about Noe’s rescue in the ark, about Sem, Cham and 
Japhat, about Cham’s sin, and the relapsing of men into wick- 
edness at the Tower of Babel. They were told of the building 
of that Tower, of its destruction, of the confusion of tongues, 
and of the hostile dispersion of men. They were also told of 
the doings of those wicked, powerful men on that high moun- 
tain, and how they practiced witchcraft. 

By such teachings the virgins were warned not to associate 
with those idolaters and sorcerers, and to guard against the 
seductions of the world, sensual pleasures, vain adornments, 
in a word, against all that did not lead to God. They were 
told to look upon such things as tending to those sins on ac- 
count of which God had once destroyed mankind. On the 
other hand, they were instructed in the fear of God, obedience, 
subjection, and in the faithful, simple discharge of all the duties 
of their shepherd life. They were likewise taught the com- 
mandments that God gave to Noe and how God had chosen 
the race of Abraham to make of his descendents His chosen 
people from whom the Redeemer was to be born, and how 
Abraham had been led from the land of Ur. They were taught 
how God had sent white men (the three angels, Gen. xviii. 2) 
to Abraham, »en who appeared luminous; how they gave Abra- 
ham the mystery of God’s blessing, and that his posterity 
should be great above all nations of the earth. They were 
told that Melchisedech was such a white man who offered bread 
and wine and blessed Abraham, and how God inflicted pun- 
ishment upon Sodom and Gomorrha. 

When our Lord visited the school, the virgins were figur- 
ing about the coming of the Messiah, and their reckoning 
showed the present time. At this moment Jesus entered the 
school with His disciples; this made a tremenduous impression. 
Jesus taught about the subject and explained everything very 
clearly: the Messiah has already come, but will not be rec- 
ognized. He spoke of the unknown Messiah and of the ful- 
fillment of the signs. Of the words: “A virgin shall bring 
forth a Son,” Jesus spoke only in a veiled manner, as this would 
have been too difficult for them to understand. He exhorted them 
to praise themselves happy that they lived in this time after 
which the patriarchs and prophets had so long sighed. He 
dwelt upon the persecutions and sufferings of the Messiah; 
spoke of miracles and especially of the curing of the blind. 
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He madea time-table for them referring to the Messiah, spoke 
of John, of baptism, and asked whether they wished to be 
baptized. 

In the same house there was also a boys’ school. At the 
moment of Jesus’ entrance, the boys were figuring out some- 
thing about Job, but could not get the result. Jesus explained 
it to them, and wrote it down with some figures. He also 
related to the boys the history of Job, the way it had really 
happened, and told it in the manner of a prophet and a teacher 
of children as if He had seen and heard everything, or as if Job 
himself had told Him. The pupils knew not what to think: 
whether Jesus had lived at that time, or whether He were 
an angel, or even God Himself! They felt that Jesus was a 
Prophet and knew about Melchisedech. Meanwhile, the phari- 
sees had come in. They were greatly scandalized when they 
noticed that Jesus applied everything to Himself in reference 
to the Messiah. 

That evening Jesus went with the Levites and the chil- 
dren to take a walk outside the city. The little girls, under 
the charge of older ones, followed too. Jesus stood still at 
times and instructed them in beautiful examples drawn from 
nature, from all the surrounding objects such as the trees, 
fruits, flowers, bees, birds, sun, earth, water, flocks and field- 
laborers. In indescribably beautiful words He taught the boys 
about Jacob, and the well that he had dug in this locality, 
and how now the living water was about to be poured upon 
them, and how perverse a thing it was to close and fill up 
the well as the enemies of Abraham and Jacob had done. He 
applied it to those who wanted to suppress the teaching and 
miracles of the prophets, as the pharisees did. 


To be continued. 


CONNECTICUT: I want to express the happiness and comfort the little 
magazine brings us each month, dear Mother. It’s like a visit from a white- 
robed angel, teaching us the wonders and truths of Mother Church. 


KENTUCKY: Enclosed you will find my renewal of subscription to “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory.” I cannot express in words with what joy I receive that 
dear book; it is a consoling book. When we have a heavy cross to carry, I read 
it over time and again. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless your work. 


READ AND RE-READ. Many have asked for back numbers of ‘‘Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory.’’ We have a quantity of odd numbers on hand, 
each containing instructive and valuable reading matter. These have 
been sold and circulated at book-racks to the satisfaction of the pastor 
and great edification of the readers. Mailed on request at 6 cts. per copy. 


-_s. 


-_s. 
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Effect of a Glance upon the Crucifix. 





CAPTAIN H., accompanied by his wife, had gone to the 
mountains for a few days. On returning home, they found, to 
their dismay, locks broken, chests and drawers open, and jewelry 
silver and valuable papers scattered upon the floor in wild 
disorder. But, how strange! not a single article was missing. 
A bag, containing only gold pieces, lay untouched in the sec- 
retary. The whole affair seemed inexplicable. They could 
find no solution to the problem other than that the thieves 
had been suddenly disturbed at their work. 

This, however, was not the case. Shortly after, the captain 
received the following remarkable letter: “I knew that you 
would be absent at that time and I wished to profit thereby. 
Alone and unaided I forced my way into the house. It was 
very quiet and I began to carry out my evil designs. Soon 
doors and chests were open and a heap of valuables lay before 
me on the carpet. I was enchanted and pictured to myself 
all the pleasures I could procure through this robbery. I wanted 
to take everything. Casting a last look around the room to 
see whether anything precious had escaped my notice, I beheld 
above the bed a Crucifix which seemed to look down upon me. 
My God, how can I describe what passed within my soul! 

“Oh, the Cross —it is a long, long time since I last saw 
it, — not since the icy hands of my mother held it clasped to 
her lifeless breast. In spirit I behold my mother on her death- 
bed. In her trembling hands she holds a Crucifix, which, from 
the wall, now looks down upon me, and I recall how I had 
so faithfully promised my dear mother that I would remain 
good and pure. Horrified at my deed, by the remembrance 
of my cherished mother, I turn my eyes away from the Cru- 
cifix; but they fall upon another object that likewise makes 
me shudder,— upon your cross of honor! The same cross 
had decked the breast of my father, who had been a noble, 
pious man.—O Father! O Mother! O Cross! It seemed to 
me that my parents had witnessed my wicked deed. I sank 
upon my knees, sobbed aloud and then fled like one insane.” 

The writer of this letter has never been discovered. But 
of this we are certain: the criminal, the robber, who stayed 
his wicked deed at sight of the Crucifix, was the child of a 
pious mother, of a righteous father. They had taught him to 
love and respect the Cross; thus the Cross became his salvation. 














Lenten Penance According to the 
Benedictine Rule. 





WE ARE NOW observing Lent. This season of fasting and 
penance is instituted by Holy Church: 1. To teach us that true 
Christian life is a life of penance and self-denial. 2. To imitate in 
some measure the forty days’ fast of our Saviorin the desert. 3. To 
prepare ourselves by penance to celebrate holily the solemnity of 
Easter. 

What is the special penance imposed during Lent? ‘‘Fasting 
and abstinence,” you answer. Yes, but remember, the first essential 
of penance is contrition of the soul; mortification of the body is se- 
condary. Bodily penance is only then pleasing to God if at the same 
time we refrain from sin and perform good works. 

Man has offended God with both body and soul. Therefore, 
expiation must be made by both. The soul has willed the sin; the 
body has frequently co-operated in its commission. Both body and 
soul should pay homage to their Creator. The body is to share with 
the soul either the delights of heaven or the torments of hell. Ear- 
nest penance is impossible if the body does not take part with the soul. 
But it is the soul which gives reality to penance. 
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Contrition of the Soul. 


The soul must hate sin. She must grieve sincerely over faults 
committed. She must resolve to give up sin. She must shun the 
occasions of sin. In the fatherly counsels given by St. Benedict to 
his spiritual children on the Lenten observance, let us notice how he 
laid special stress on this interior penance: “‘During these days,” he 
wrote, “‘let the religious guard his life with all purity, and besides, 
wash away all the shortcomings of other times. ‘This will then be 
worthily done if we restrain ourselves from all vices. Let us devote 
ourselves to tearful prayers, to reading, and compunction of heart, 
and to abstinence.” During Lent we should excite in ourselves this 
repentance of heart, and consider it as the foundation and the most 
important of all our Lenten exercises. 

How many forget their past sins! They compare themselves 
with others whose lives they think have been worse than their own. 
They feel no need of thinking over their past sins, for they have made 
a good confession. Why should anyone speak to them of God’s 
justice and of mortification ? When Lent approaches, too readily do 
they apply for dispensations. Abstinence is inconvenient. Fasting 
effects their health, they imagine. Thus, gradually and unconsciously 
do they lose the Christian spirit of mortification. 


Mortification of the Body. 


Spiritual penance would lack sincerity, were it not accompanied 
by mortification of the body. The most general and common 
mortification of the flesh, is fasting. Fasting is as ancient as the 
human race itself. Even in paradise it was enjoined upon man to 
abstain from the fruit of one tree. Certain meats were forbidden to 
the Jews; pork, for instance. Moses and Elias fasted; St. John Bap- 
tist, the Precursor, fasted rigorously. We know our Lord fasted 
forty days. By this fasting and victory over the devil, Christ satis- 
fied for Adam’s gratification of the flesh and his defeat in the garden 
of paradise. 


Fasting is Salutary for the Soul. 


Holy Church has good reasons for obliging the faithful to fast. 
She knows it is useful and wholesome. In the Preface of Holy Mass 
she prays every day of Lent: “‘O God, who by bodily fasting dost 
restrain vice, uplift minds, bestow virtue and rewards, etc.” 
However, fasting is not an excellent thing in itself (1 Cor. viii. 8), 
but only a means whereby to suppress our vices, and to render the 
practice of virtue easier. By fasting we obtain God’s pardon of our 
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sins; we make satisfaction to God for the sins we have committed, and 
thus avert the punishment deserved (The Ninevites, Jonas iii.); by 
fasting we also alleviate our future purgatory. 

By fasting we subdue our passions, and thus gain strength not 
to relapse into sin. By fasting the soul is fortified and enabled to 
bring the body into subjection (1 Cor. ix. 27), and to overcome the 
temptations of the devil. The evil spirit regards the flesh as his best 
helper to seduce man tu sin. He knows that our worst enemies, and 
those which do us most harm are those of our own household — our 
own body. 

By fasting, prayer and the practice of virtue are rendered easier 
to us, and we obtain the more certainly the grace of God and eternal 
salvation. Fasting inclines man to prayer. It helps him to overcome 
himself, to be gentle, patient and chaste. Fasting without prayer is 
like a lamp without oil, because we only fast to pray better. God 
hears the prayers of those who fast, as He heard the prayers of the 
centurion who fasted until the ninth hour (Acts x. 30), and to whom 
He sent an angel. 


Fasting is Beneficial to the Body. 


Fasting is beneficial not only for the soul, but even for the body. 
Our health is improved and our life prolonged by abstinence. Tem- 
perance is the parent of good health. The hermits in the Theban 
desert fasted rigorously, and they usually lived one hundred years 
and more. Hippocrates, (the father of medicine) reached the ad- 
vanced age of one hundred and forty. This he attributed to the fact 
that he never fully satisfied his appetite. The wise man says, “He 
that is temperate shall prolong life” (Ecclus. xxxvii. 34). Physi- 
cians, without exception, declare that people, as a rule, eat too much, 
too often, and exercise too little. 


Other Good Works. 


Certainly, there are persons who are unable to fast rigorously. 
Some are prevented by ill health, many by hard labor. All Catholics 
are familiar with the dispensations allowed by our tender Mother, 
the Church, for those who cannot perform this sort of penance. But 
those who cannot fast should do some other good work instead. 


Chief among the good works by which the Church would have fasting . 


and abstinence substituted during Lent are prayer and almsdeeds. 
All who are prevented from observing the Lenten fast are expected 
to practice one or the other, or both of these good works, all the 
more zealously. 
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Under ‘‘Prayer” the Church includes all those exercises of piety 
whereby the soul holds intercourse with God. Assisting daily at 
Mass, spiritual reading, meditation upon eternal truths and the Pas- 
sion, making the Stations, and above all approaching the sacraments 
of penance and the Holy Eucharist — these are the principal means 
by which the faithful should offer to God the homage of prayer dur- 
ing this holy season. 


Almsgiving. 


Fasting without almsgiving is a field without seed; it fosters the 
weeds of avarice. He fasts for himself, not for God, who does not 
give to the poor what he denies himself. St. Augustine calls fasting 
and almsgiving the pinions of prayer. 

Almsdeeds comprise all the works of mercy to our neighbor. 
The holy Fathers declare that almsgiving should be united with fast- 
ing and prayer during Lent. Our Savior has promised that charity 
shown towards our fellow-creatures, with the intention of pleasing 
our Creator, shall be rewarded as though it were done to Himself. 
Almsdeeds done with this supernatural intention, are not merely acts 
of kindness, but they are acts of religion. God is their direct object, 
and such almsdeeds have the power to appease His Divine Justice. 

Reflect on the counsel given to Tobias by the Archangel Raphael. 
The angel was on the point of taking leave of this holy family and 
returning to heaven, and these were his words: ‘‘Prayer is good with 
fasting and alms, more than to lay-up treasures of gold; for alms de- 
livereth from death; — and the ‘same is that which purgeth away sins, 
and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting” (Tob. xii. 8-9). 

Once more we quote from St. Benedict’s Rule to show you the 
spirit in which you should bring sacrifices during Lent. ““Let each 
one”, he says, “offer to God with the joy of the Holy Ghost, 
something above the usual amount. Let him withdraw from his body 
somewhat of food, drink, sleep, speech, merriment, and with the 
gladness of spiritual desire await holy Easter.’’ 

(At the present time, there is perhaps not a more deserving object 
of Lenten alms than the afflicted religious and children of Central 
Europe. ) 


From Olivet to Calvary. A 64-page booklet just off the press. 
Contains reflections and inspiring prayers in honor of our suffering 
Savior. As the name implies, it will assist you to follow our agoniz- 
ing Redeemer throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. For Lent 
and Holy Week, especially. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 





The Body of Jesus is Taken to the Tomb. 
“Great as the Sea is Thy Sorrow, O Afflicted Mother!’’ 
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St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude and the Passion of Christ. 


THE SAINTS always united great veneration for our 
Lord’s Passion to the worship of the Holy Eucharist. No 
devotion was dearer to St. Gertrude than devotion to the 
sufferings of our Redeemer. She bore the Sacred Wounds of 
our Lord in a mystical manner in her own heart. She under- 
stood how to read in the Wounds of Jesus, not only the 
greatness of His sufferings, but also the intensity of His love. 
This grace she obtained by ardent prayer, for she says: “By 
prayer I obtained that favor, namely, to read in Thy Wounds, 
both Thy sufferings and Thy love.” Our Lord Himself urged 
St. Gertrude to the fervent contemplation of His Passion by 
making known to her that she should, in constant devotion, 
venerate the love of His Sacred Heart hanging on the Cross. 

Our saint once inquired of Jesus which revelation would 
be most advantageous for man to know. Our Savior respond- 
ed: “It would be most advantageous for mankind to know and 
bear constantly in mind, that I, the Son of the Virgin Mary, 
remain ever in the presence of My Heavenly Father to whom 
I offer Myself continually for their salvation. Whenever 
through human frailty they sin in their heart, I present My 
most pure Heart to the Eternal Father in atonement. When- 
ever they offend Him by their evil deeds, I show Him My 
transpierced hands. Thus in what way soever they sin against 
Him, the wrath of My Eternal Father is appeased by My merits, 
so that they will obtain a ready pardon if they will only repent 
of their sins. I therefore desire that My elect, whenever they 
obtain pardon for their sins, offer Me their gratitude for having 
given them so easy a means of reconciliation.” 


Looking at the Crucifix. 


Gertrude’s eyes ever sought her Crucifix, that sorrowful 
memento of her Savior’s love. At night it never left her 
hands. Not satisfied with this devotion, she consecrated the 
whole of every Friday to meditation on the Passion. Jesus 
once said to her: “It is very agreeable to Me to see thee thus 
honoring the Crucifix. It is always an effect of Divine grace 
when men’s eyes meet the Image on the Cross, and never 
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once do they rest upon It, but their soul is benefited. The 
oftener they do this here on earth with reverence and love, 
the greater will be their reward in heaven.” 

One day as Gertrude affectionately held her Crucifix and 
kissed it, our Lord said: “Every time one kisses the Crucifix, 
or looks at it with devotion, the eye of God’s mercy is fixed 
upon his soul. He should then listen within himself to these 
words of tenderness from Me: ‘Behold how I, for love of thee, 
hang on the Cross, — naked, despised, My whole Body wounded, 
all My limbs distended. And still My Heart is enkindled with 
such glowing love for thee that if it were beneficial for thy 
salvation and thou couldst not be saved in any other way, I 
would for thee alone endure all that I suffered for the whole 
world!” 

One Friday, after St.Gertrude had spent the whole night 
in contemplating with glowing love and tenderness the Sacred 
Wounds of our Crucified Lord, her Spouse said to her: “So 
greatly was I pleased with thy tenderness, that on this account 
I have poured into all the wounds of thy sins the noblest 
balsam of My Divinity. And I shall confer the same favor on 
all those who with similar tenderness, afford Me this pleasure.” 

Again and again our Lord made known to Gertrude the 
complacency with which He regards those who sympathize 
with His sufferings. She saw clearly that even should she 
relax in the fervor of her piety, our Lord would nevertheless 
behold her with special complacency, if she kept in her heart 
a vivid remembrance of His bitter Passion. “Meditating on My 
Passion possesses a value in My eyes infinitely surpassing that 
of any other. Even a short meditation upon My Passion is 
worth more than long and multiplied acts of piety which have 
no direct reference to My sufferings and death ...” 

However, the meditation on His sufferings is then most 
pleasing to our Lord when we imitate the humility and patience 
He practiced during His Passion. Our Crucified Savior said to . 
Gertrude: “All the testimonies of love, respect and reverence 
which are offered to the Image of My Cross will not be perfectly 
acceptable to Me unless the example of My Passion is also 
imitated.” 

Our Lord also promised to accept most favorably the 
devout veneration of His five Sacred Wounds, with some 
petition commended to His sweetest Heart. This would be as 
pleasing to God as the most arduous devotion. 
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Uniting Our Sufferings with Those of Christ. 


Our Savior frequently impressed upon St. Gertrude the 
exceeding value our sufferings acquire when united to those 
of His life and Passion. “Whosoever in his trials and adver- 
sities unites himself with My sufferings, and strives to imitate 
My patience and resignation, will truly repose on My Heart 
and participate in all the merits of My life.” 

St. Gertrude suffered the greater part of her life. Once 
when she was confined to bed by illness, this consoling 
revelation was imparted to her: Bodily and spiritual afflictions 
are the surest sign of Divine predilection, yea, even a mark 
of the espousal of the soul with God. Gratitude in suffering 
is a precious jewel for our heavenly crown. 

If anyone imagines he could bear patiently other sufferings 
than those laid upon Him by the Divine will, let him humble 
himself before God. Man should always firmly believe that 
God sends just that trial which is most beneficial for him. 


To be continued. 


The Crucifix of Limpias. 





VALENTINE INCIO, a priest from Gijon, visited Limpias 
for the first time on August 4, 1919. He recounts his experience 
before the Crucifix as follows:— 

“Accompanied by a priest, I arrived at the church about 
7:30 P. M. We were engaged in conversation and nearing 
the entrance, when suddenly we heard loud pleadings and sighs 
mingled with fervent prayers. I do not know who uttered 
them, but I heard the words: Now the miracle is taking place; 
now the Lord reveals Himself ! 

“Immediately I went toward the high altar and into the 
sanctuary, where I could easily observe the holy Image. I 
mingled with a crowd of. thirty to forty persons who were 
crying with emotion: Now He opens His mouth... Now He 
closes His mouth ... Now He moves His eyes... There in the 
nave of the Church, was a group of ten sailors from the fisher- 
boat Our Lady of Guadelupe, from Fuenterrabia, nine of 
whom observed the miracle. Falling on their knees, they 
intoned touching penitential hymns, and the folksong of St. 
Ignatius. Beside me stood two priests: the Rev. D. Aciselo 
Fernandez Bedato, pastor of Artieda, Navarra, and the Rev. D. 
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Artemio Marcos of Tafalla, Navarra; also a pious lady, Felisa 
Maria Begona of Deusto, Bilbao, who wept incessantly. 

“At this impressive moment I, too, observe the miracle. 
I see how the Lord opens and closes His lips several times 
in succession, how His face contracts as if the moment of 
extreme death-agony had just come over Him. Unmindful 
for the moment that I am in the presence of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, I, too, begin to announce aloud every 
change I discern, and to my amazement I discover that all who 
see the miracle, simultaneously make the same declaration. As 
the electric lights were not burning in the church, the miracle 
made a grave impression in the evening twilight amid the 
glimmer of the candles on the altar. It continued for an hour, 
during which time I observed various manifestations on the 
Holy Christ. 

“He seemed alive; His head remained in the usual position, 
His countenance bore the usual expression; but His eyes seemed 
animated with life and gazed in different directions: now up- 
ward, whereby the pupils almost disappeared, now to one side, 
then to the other. Now His gaze is directed toward the mid- 
dle, where the sailors are standing; then He glances to the 
left, toward the sacristy, with a remarkably severe look, which 
He retains for some time. 

“But now comes thé most touching moment: Jesus looks 
at us, so mild and gracious, so expressive, so loving and Divine, 
that all of us sink down upon our knees, weep and adore 
Christ, who thus manifests His mercy toward us, poor unworthy 
sinners. At the same time we humbly beg His pardon and 
thank Him sincerely. Then Christ continues to move the 
eyelids and eyes, which glisten as if full of tears. He then 
gently moves His lips, as if speaking or praying. Finally He 
closes His mouth; His whole countenance contracts and as- 
sumes a bluish, ashy color. Involuntarily we begin to pray 
the sorrowful chaplet of the rosary. 

“May this declaration redound to the greater honor of God 
and contribute to the knowledge and love of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

“Without entertaining the least doubt, we testify and swear 
to have seen all this plainly.” — Signed by the three priests and 
nine sailors: Valentine /ncio, priest from Gijon.— Artemio Mar- 
cos, priest from Tafalla, Navarra. — Aciselo Fernandez Bedato, 
pastor of Artieda, Navarra.— The lady, Felisa Maria Begona 
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from Deusto, Bilbao.—The sailors: Lucio Sagasargu.—Jesus 
Salaberria. — Angel Zamora. — Jose M. Zamora. — Santiago 
Perez. — Jose Sapiron.— Tedoro Oloizola.—WVincente Zorzabal- 
vere. — Sebastian Salaberri. 


True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 





A PERSON who had consecrated himself to Mary, accord- 
ing to the method of Blessed de Montfort, writes as follows 
regarding the consoling effects of the consecration : — 

“After I had read Blessed de Montfort’s Secret of Mary 
the first time, I put it aside, for I understood next to nothing 
about it. It surpassed my comprehension; I had not yet re- 
ceived the special grace to understand the contents. For 
twelve years I no longer remembered this booklet, when some- 
one persuaded me to read it again. My Heavenly Mother 
knocked at the door of my soul. I did not resist her invitation 
and began to read the book anew. O my Jesus, be Thou for- 
ever praised and blessed! A new life began for me. The 
doctrine of Blessed de Montfort appeared to me full of sweet- 
ness, strength and perfection; wonderful in every regard. I 
began at once to practice the devotion, and after earnest 
preparation I consecrated myself to Mary in a perfect manner 
according to De Montfort’s method. 

“The Queen of my heart, on her part, who does not permit 
herself to be outdone in generosity, really took possession of 
me, and, as in her own property, made order and heavenly 
peace in my soul. To my dismay, I soon perceived that my 
life had hitherto been scarcely Christian-like and supernatural; 
but empty, earthly and full of vanity. By the light of grace 
I recognized the depth of the abyss, on the brink of which I 
had imprudently and daringly walked for years. I was dis- 
mayed at my condition. What a transformation took place 
in me! O mildest Mother, worthy of all praise, to thee I am 
indebted for all! I no longer knew myself; great zeal took the 
place of my tepidity; sweet, profound peace, and inexpressible 
joy filled my heart. 

“But why marvel thereat? By giving myself to Mary 
without reserve and with all my possessions, and declaring 
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myself her willing slave forever, I removed all my cares with 
one stroke. My Heavenly Mistress, so rich and so loving, gave 
me to understand that in recompense for my devotedness, she 
would give me nourishment for my body, graces and virtues 
for my soul, peace and happiness for my heart. Until now, 
despite my manifold infidelity in her service, I have most 
bountifully experienced within me the effects of her maternal 
mercy. I am animated by the most lively hope and conviction 
that she will continue to give me her gracious assistance until 
that thrice blessed day when she will receive me into her 
blissful kingdom, where forever I shall behold Jesus, my God, 
face to face. 

“How I should praise and extol my loving Mistress, if by 
this my humble acknowledgment of her favors, she would 
attract ina perfect manner, some souls who are of good-will. 
There are still many such souls in the world.” 


To be continued. 

“The Golden Book,” containing most beautiful prayers in the spirit of the 

true devotion to Mary, is offered as a premium to those who secure new sub- 

scriptions for “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” For three new subscriptions, a copy 

of “The Golden Book,” black binding, red edges; for six new subscriptions, the 
same in leather binding, gold edges. 


Ten Pearls. 





First Pearl — How consoling if you can say: “The more 
advanced I become in years, the more vigorous grows my 
spiritual life. The feebler my faculties become, the more abun- 
dantly grace and truth enlighten my mind. The weaker my 
body grows, the stronger becomes my hope, the more glowing 
my love!” 

Second Pearl — Which is better, your work or God’s work? 
Judge for yourself. You must confess: My work is selfish 
and imperfect; God’s work is all mercy and truth. 

Third Pearl — Reveal not your troubles to every one. Look 
to Jesus upon Mount Olivet! Look to Mary beneath the Cross! 
From them learn calm resignation to the designs of God. 

Fourth Pearl — The dolorous Passion of our Savior, the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Most Blessed Sacrament 
offer us all we can desire: light in faith, comfort in hope, 
patience in suffering and perseverance in love. 

Fifth Pearl — That we may once behold God, love Him, 
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possess Him and blissfully enjoy Him, we must now possess 
Him in our hearts, in our thoughts and in our life. 

Sixth Pearl — Often go to your King in His little palace 
of the Tabernacle. He will always grant you a gracious 
audience. Any hour is convenient for Him! Answer not, “I 
do not know what to say.” Enough, that you look at Him and 
that He looks at you. In your heart you will hear these con- 
soling words: “All that the Father has given Me comes to 
Me, and who comes to Me I will not thrust out.” 

Seventh Pearl — Jesus prayed and taught us a Divine 
prayer — the Our Father. Can you not pray this prayer before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament? Have you ever prayed it as 
Christ prayed it? in the spirit of Christ? in the Name of 
Christ? Whoever understands how to pray the Our Father 
and the Haz/ Mary, often and fervently, will receive an abun- 
dance of grace during life, solace and confidence in death, and 
heaven as a reward. 

Eighth Pearl— Mary is your good, sweet, tender Mother. 
Be assured, hell can boast of no one in its abyss who, in a 
childlike manner, had loved and honored Mary. 

Ninth Pearl — Resign yourself to God; it brings sweet 
peace to the heart. Sick or well, old or young, commit your- 
self to your loving Father who has created you,. who has re- 
deemed you through His Son, who has lavished His graces 
upon you through His Spirit of Love. You are and shall ever 
remain His possession. Does death and the uncertain here- 
after alarm you? Commit yourself to His Divine mercy. This 
filial confidence is the most beautiful sentiment of a child to- 
ward its father. He who has guided and upheld you in life 
will not forsake you in the agony of death. With His own 
Son He has given you all. 

Tenth Pearl — Whether in the religious or secular state, 
whether father of a family or living single in the world, one 
thing is certain: you must observe the commandments of God, 
you must live in the Catholic Church in faith, in hope and in 
charity; you must practice good works according to your con- 
dition. This will infallibly lead you to a happy eternity. 


REMARK — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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In Honor of St. Joseph. 





DEAR READER, do you realize in what a blessed country 
we live? Signs of plenty abound on every side. Last year’s 
harvest was especially plentiful. The granaries and elevators 
are filled to their utmost capacity; in fact, some farmers in 
Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado even burn corn for fuel! While 
our nation rejoices in this general abundance, it is difficult to 
realize the dreadful situation of the famine-stricken countries 
of Central Europe. What deserving poor, religious and children suf- 
fer from lack of food, clothing and shelter, cannot be told! True, 
a great deal has been collected of late for Germany and Aus- 
tria. The proverbial noble-hearted generosity of Americans 
has indeed alleviated much suffering and want. But winter 
still holds them in its grasp, and it is still more than half a 
year before another harvest can be gathered in Europe to bring 
relief. ; 


Since the beginning of last Jume we have aided poor chil- 
dren under the charge of religious, and also cloistered nuns 
who live entirely separated from the world. We have foreseen 
the distress in which they must languish for the coming years, 
and determined to bring relief as far as possible with the co- 
operation of our kind friends and readers. 

During this time of Lent it is our intention to collect es- 
pecially for the Carmelite nuns in Germany, Austria and Northern 
Italy. A priest of Tyrol wrote confidentially that these good 
nuns suffer extreme want! We likewise heard from Styria 
and Kaernten of their destitution, and recently an appeal came 
from the Carmelite sisters in Florence. These innocent victims 
were driven from their cloister and must pay high rent for a 
small temporary refuge. To make matters worse, a part of 
the floor of the first story of this rented building collapsed 
and fell into the cellar, partially destroying what had been 
stored away. Only by special protection of Divine Providence 
did the nuns escape injury. Masons came to repair the damage, 
and carried away the little remaining provisions of food and 
fuel. Starvation stares these helpless religious in the face un- 
less help comes from outside. 

The months of March and April are dedicated in a special 
manner to St. Joseph, in whom the Carmelites have unlimited 
confidence. True, this great Patron could help them directly, 
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that is, without our assistance, but he loves to prompt his 
clients to acts of mercy that he may repay them abundantly 
in heaven. Kind reader, will you not place your alms for these 
poor nuns into his hands for his glorification? The Carmelites 
have at all times fostered a deep veneration for St. Joseph. 
It is a sacred inheritance left them by their seraphic mother, 
St. Teresa. Many of our readers also honor Sister Teresa of the 
Child Jesus, called ““The Little Flower.’’ She was a Carmelite, 
too, and shall certainly reward in her own gracious way, in 
time and in eternity, whatever is done in love of her to aid 
the suffering religious of her Order. 


Carmelites of Upper-Austria. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 

God reward you and all benefactors for your 
great charity. May the Lord repay a million times the assistance 
given us in our great need. With amazement we behold how our Lord 
always rewards the trust placed in Him alone. For love of Him we 
have left all, therefore, neither will He forsake us, and He provides 
wonderfully for us in these very distressing times of trial and hardship. 

How often do our Sisters ask me: ‘‘What shall become of us when 
money and provisions are gone?’’ With undaunted confidence in Divine 
help I always answer: ‘‘Oh, the dear Heavenly Father has much money 
and much food.’’ And, in fact, when our need is greatest, the most 
mecessary always comes at the right hour. For this reason our prayers 
ascend with redoubled fervor to God for all our noble benefactors in the 
New World. 

Your deeply indebted servant, 


Sr. M. Teresa of Jesus, Prioress. 


RHINELAND: In our diStressing situation we turn with confidence to you. The 
long under-nourishment of the one hundred forty Sisters of our convent has left 
its evil traces, which appear especially in the bone — and other forms of tubercu- 


losis. Without aid we simply cannot subsist. 
Benedictine Nuns. 


Nonnberg, Austria. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 

Obedience has appointed me spiritual father of 
one hundred seventeen boys in the charity institution of Salzburg, in 
these so distressing times. The misery and want here are dreadful. 
Our expenses exceed, beyond measure, our income. If conditions con- 
tinue thus, we shall be forced to abandon the boys to their fate, which 
would be an untold misfortune to the body and soul of these poor chil- 
dren. Oh, that kindhearted friends would take pity on these many 
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children! Since August no alms has come to us at the public distribut- 
ing station. Dear Mother, be merciful! help these poor little brothers 
of Jesus, plead their cause, and appeal to the golden hearts of Ameri- 
cans. I shall gladly wait, and in patience hope for a favorable result. 
May God’s blessing rest upon you and all merciful hearts. 


P. Placidus, O. S. B. 


Tyrol, Nov. 24, 1920. 
Dear Reverend Father, 


By sending us Mass intentions, you have rendered us a 
favor for which we can never thank you enough. Through it we are enabled to 
provide for the seraphic charity inStitutions which are under our care... By means 
of your kindness, the good God has again sent us subStantial help. A third time 
you have come to our assiStance by a magnanimous gift. I am not capable of 
expressing my gratitude. Oh, that the worSt were over, but, alas! prices are Still 
soaring upwards, especially for the most indispensable necessities. We could no 
longer give bread to the poor becuuse we ourselves/had none; but now we can be- 
gin again to feed the hungry with bread. Poor Students, too, from five to ten, are 
again daily eating their dinner with us. It is almo&t impossible for these poor Stu- 
dents‘to procure anything, unless they get help from monasteries. 


God repay you mo&t bountifully for having come to our aid in our most dire 
need! I have admonished all our confreres to remember our American benefaétors 
at the celebration of Holy Mass. 

Provincial of the Capuchins of Tyrol. 


Upper-Austria, Jan. 2, 1921. 
Dear Reverend Father, 


Your kind letter with the hundred Mass intentions was 
received. Accept my fervent gratitude and a thousandfold “God bless you and 
reward our benefactors!” Now we can breathe a little more freely again. 
Your treasured words gave me immense joy. Yes, long live the old Benedic- 
tine - Franciscan friendship; the more so as I completed my studies with the 
Benedictine Fathers! Do not, I pray you, forget our monastery in the future, 
for it is only through alms that we can subsist. Gratefully shall we remember 


our benefactors in prayer. 
P. Paulus, Guardian. 


CONTENTS — MARCH, 1921 


From Purest Love — What is the Greatest Evil in This World ? 
— Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching — Effect of a Glance 
upon the Crucifix — Lenten Penance According to the Benedictine 
Rule — St. Gertrude the Great — The Crucifix of Limpias — True 
Devotion to Mary — Ten Pearls — In Honor of St. Joseph. 


For March — Passiontide 


Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, 
sanctity and glory. His feasts. St. Joseph, our powerful pro- 
tector. ‘“To St. Joseph it is given to assist us in all cases, in 
every necessity, inevery undertaking.” r1octs. each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A 32-page booklet containing a rich variety of prayers and devo- 
tions in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 106 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful andtrue. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passiun. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Excellence of this devotion. How to offer the Precious Blood 
to prevent mortal sins and to obtain alleviation for the suffering 
souls. 2 for 5 cents; $2.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
The wonderful gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
the Guard of Honor any time, any place. Reflections and pray- 
ers for the Holy Hour. An invaluable brochure that will urge 
and assist you to console and to offer atonement to the loving 
Heart of Jesus. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity. Salutary 
effects of prayer. A priest: ““This is certainly a wonderful book. 
Please congratulate the author. Every Catholic should read it. 
Half of the books I order I give away just to spread them.” 10 
cents each; $8.00 per 100 


St. Gertrude the Great 


A brief account of the wonderful life of this privileged virgin, the 
special saint of Divine praise and devout desires. You will be 
delighted with the intimacy with which our Divine Lord favored 
His chosen spouse. Magnificent promises made to those who 
invoke her. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
This favored religious was a martyr to suffering. She bore the 
Wounds of our Savior in her own body. In visions, she beheld the 
whole wonderful life and death of Jesus Christ and His Virgin Mother. 
In this book, the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness 
that overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so 
hardened as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable 
work. The book also contains a sketch of the life of the favored 
servant of God. 

Tastefully bound in cloth, Gold title, price $2.00 


Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


Doubtless, the Prisoner of Love on our altars would be less lonely if 
more of His children knew how to hdld familiar converse with Him. Many 
would often spend an hour of their leisure time before the tabernacle if the 
thought of their distractions would not discourage them. 

Here, then, is a guide that will whisper beautiful thoughts to you and 
recall your wandering mind; that will help you to entertain the loving Heart 
of Jesus and make it a pleasure for you to visit often the one true Friend. 

‘The material of this volume is excellent, and will without doubt inspire 
those who use it with a greater devotion to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.” 

His Eminence, Cardinal Gibbons. 

‘“‘This Manual of Adoration fills a timely want and will be welcomed not 
only by members of communities having perpetual adoration, but also by 
many of our good faithful people who are looking for just sucha manual...” 

Rt. Rev. J. Schrembs, Bishop of Toledo. 

Printed on fine quality paper. DE LUXE edition. Size 5 x 7 1-2 inches. 

400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $3.00; gold edges, $3.50 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children from six to twelve years: Contains 
Mass, Confession and Communion devotions, and Visits. 

A RELIGIOUS TEACHER: “There are few suitable prayer-books for chil- 
dren. The language is not simple enough. ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Chil- 
dren’ is just what little ones need. I do not think it would be possible to make 
more simple or beautiful the loving affections in these prayers.” 

ANOTHER: “‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ may well be called a 
‘Child’s Blessed Sacrament Book,’ so strongly and yet so simply does it lead them 
to the Divine Child in the Holy Eucharist.” 

Durable paper cover. Price 20 cents each; wholesale, 15 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





